
  
NSW BOATING NOW 

BOAT TRAILER STORAGE GRANTS PROGRAM  

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS  

General 

1. Why is the Government making money available for boat trailer storage? 

A significant number of residents and councils in metropolitan Sydney, particularly in 
high density areas near waterways, have complained in recent years about the 
growing number of boat trailers parked on residential streets. Community concern 
has mainly related to the long-term parking of these trailers adversely impacting on 
parking availability in these areas. 

The Boat Trailer Storage Grants Program seeks to address this issue in conjunction 
with a number of other legislative measures, by providing funds to establish viable 
alternative storage solutions and facilities for boat trailers to reduce the number of 
boat trailers parked on residential streets.   

2. Who can apply for funding under the Grants Program? 

The Grants Program is open to all interested parties including councils, businesses, 
community groups and the boating industry.  

More than one party can also participate or contribute to a proposed project; in such 
cases, the application for a grant should be made by one lead party. 

3. On what basis will funding be allocated? 

An Assessment Panel including representatives from Transport for NSW, Roads and 
Maritime Services and the Office of Local Government will assess each application 
against the Assessment Criteria at Appendix A of the Grants Program Guidelines, 
accessible at http://maritimemanagement.transport.nsw.gov.au/projects/boating-
now/.  

The Panel will recommend proposals for projects that best meet these Criteria, and 
which singly or in combination represent the greatest value for money in terms of 
total storage capacity for boat trailers.  

Applications that do not meet these Criteria will not be assessed by the Panel. 
However, projects meeting all the Criteria will not necessarily be funded. Under 
these Criteria, priority will be given to: 
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• proposals to provide solutions to boat owners that live in and around ‘declared 
areas’ set under  the recent Impounding Act 1993 amendments, whereby 
councils and other impounding authorities are empowered to take impounding 
action against boat trailers that are parked for more than 28 days; and 

• proposals that are well developed and can be delivered quickly, noting successful 
applicants will be expected to commence projects within three months of 
receiving funding under the Grants Program and be operational within 18 months 
of the grant being awarded. 

The impounding powers have been in force in declared areas in three councils – 
Canada Bay City Council, Northern Beaches Council and Woollahra Municipal 
Council – since July 2016. 

Additional councils may commence implementation of the measures in nominated 
areas from 1 October 2016 following appropriate consultation with their communities, 
whilst councils requiring additional time for community consultation may start 
applying these measures in early 2017.  

4. Where can I obtain further information about the recent changes to the 
Impounding Act 1993 that impact on boat trailer parking? 

Please refer to the Office of Local Government webpage on boat trailers 
(www.olg.nsw.gov.au/boattrailers) for further details on the Impounding Amendment 
(Unattended Boat Trailers) Act 2015 that came into effect on 1 July 2016. 

This webpage also provides details in relation to the phased rollout of the new 
impounding powers and the declared boat trailer impounding areas set by councils to 
date. 

5. If successful, how long will I have to deliver my project? 

It is expected that successful applicants under the Grants Program will commence 
projects within three months of receiving a grant and that the proposed boat trailer 
storage solution or facility will be operational by mid-2018. Priority in terms of funding 
will be given to projects which can be delivered earlier.  

Transport for NSW or Roads and Maritime Services may also seek recoupment of 
grant monies if a project fails to eventuate or does not operate for the period of time 
specified in the applicant’s proposal. 

6. Who can I contact to discuss my application? 

If you have any questions that are not addressed herein or by the Grants Program 
Guidelines, please contact boattrailergrants@transport.nsw.gov.au or 02 4962 6438.  
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Funding 

7. How much money is available for boat trailer storage? 

The Grants Program is offering up to $5 million in total funding for the establishment 
of viable alternative boat trailer storage solutions and facilities.  

8. What can the funds be used for? 

Funds will only be allocated under the Grants Program for the establishment of 
viable alternative boat trailer storage solutions and facilities. No funding will be 
provided for the ongoing operation and maintenance of these solutions and facilities, 
which will remain the sole responsibility of the grant recipient(s).  

Projects could include the creation of storage facilities on surplus or unused 
government-owned land and/or privately owned land if the owner consents. 
However, funds will not be granted for the purchase of privately owned land in order 
to set up a facility, unless the project represents very significant value, although 
applications for leasing suitable land to operate temporary or ongoing facilities will be 
considered. 

Projects for storage solutions may involve the utilisation of viable on-street locations 
where trailers can be reasonably parked for extended periods, such as industrial 
areas. Innovative solutions, such as chauffeured, mixed use/sharing or technology 
based systems are also encouraged. 

9. Is there a cap on how much funding each application can request? 

While no cap applies for individual applications, total funding under the Grants 
Program is limited to $ 5 million. The amount applied for should also be exclusive of 
GST where an applicant is registered for GST. 

Applicants will also need to identify how grant funds will be applied and how their 
proposal represents value for money as part of their application, as outlined in the 
Assessment Criteria at Appendix A of the Grants Program Guidelines. 

10. Are applicants expected to contribute to the cost of the proposal? 

Yes, applicants will be required to contribute financially to a proposal seeking funding 
from the Grants Program. However, no matching funding level has been set; each 
proposal will be considered on its merits. 

The level of financial, and where applicable, in-kind, contribution to be provided by 
an applicant must be detailed as part of their application.  
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The application should also detail, where applicable, other supporting measures to 
be implemented by the applicant or its partner(s) to try and reduce the incidence of 
on-street boat trailer parking in residential areas. 

Application Process 

11. How do I submit my application? 

Applicants should download the application form for the Grants Program from 
http://maritimemanagement.transport.nsw.gov.au/projects/boating-now/.    

This form, along with supporting documentation, should be submitted electronically 
to boattrailergrants@transport.nsw.gov.au  by midnight on Friday, 2 December 
2016 in order to be considered for funding under the Grants Program. 

12. How long is the application period? 

Applications for funding under the Grants Program will accepted between Tuesday, 6 
September 2016 and midnight on Friday, 2 December 2016. 

13. How will I know if my application has been successful? 

Transport for NSW will advise successful applicants under the Grants Program in 
writing that their application has been approved, including the amount of funds that 
they are to be granted.   

Grant recipients will be required to enter into a Funding Deed or similar Agreement 
that outlines their responsibilities with regards to obtaining monies to deliver their 
projects. 

Applicants will also be advised in writing that their proposals were unsuccessful. 
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